
                                                                         

 
 

 

Official Newsletter of the NZ Agricultural Aviation Association – Dec 2016 

 

A challenging spring sees many operators in catch up mode – when opportunities present! In 

this edition read about: 

• From the Chair 

• Work we are doing with ACC 

• Refreshing E Cats 

• Implementation Plans for SMS 

• 2017 Conference 

• Benefits of 137 Certification 

• Photo of the Month 

• Toolbox 

• ACC Benefits 

• Last Word 

 

From the Chair 

 

I started this newsletter this morning before embarking on a very windy Taranaki day to spread 

urea, and was thinking of all the good things that JG has brought to the organisation, and how I 

could best put all that on paper without sounding too sloppy,...- then I got the call re a fatal 

accident up Wairoa way. Without exaggerating, this is tragic; another 2 lives lost to a set of 

wires it seems, and a long proud tradition of accident free flying by a well respected Aviation 

Company whose CEO, Andy Hogarth serves on your committee.   

Firstly, I must convey my grateful thanks to our outgoing EO, John Sinclair, a Life Member of this 

organisation and a man with an encyclopaedic mind when it comes to the rules  around 

135,137, EPA, RMA, Aircare, but to name a few. His enthusiasm for the job is unprecedented in 

the time that I have been involved in this organisation, although old Tom Riddell comes to mind. 

One of the reasons I took on this job was because I had John to fall back on and when it came 

time to make a decision, wise counsel established that I often conferred with JG before falling 

into a hole.  His development of the Aircare Programme and its newest tool for SMS is but one 

of the highlights and through all the flack we took, JG held fast, along with our committee to the 

fact that one day, any job that you want to tender for will require an independently audited 

safety system in place. JG also serves on the Fertilizer Quality Council, and tries to put our 

perspective at the forefront of that industry in order that we may continue to sow fertiliser 

aerially. Couple that with his attention to detail regarding the EPA, and the RMA, and those are 

his greatest contributions to us being able to stay in business.....unlike some in Europe, who find 

themselves shut out of spraying aerially these days. His legacy is one of saying the hard things, 

and generally sticking up for a better industry, and we shall be struggling to replace him.  



On Weds evening last, along with the Dep. Director and others from CAA, we farewelled JG from 

the committee,. JG- our best wishes for a return to your biking activities once the reconstruction 

of the neck is complete, and as I said in my farewell speech, thank god you are a Life Member, 

as I shall need to call on you for special assignments,- like 007, I am sure!! 

Lastly, I urge you all to look at your budget, as compliance will soon manifest itself as a huge 

cost if it hasn’t already done so. Have a good Christmas and slow down and smell the 

roses...take a little more time, and be safe! 

Becky 

(Thanks Becky. Your cheque’s in the post. Ed) 

Work we're doing with ACC 

 

We are embarking on a programme with ACC to see how our member safety performance and 

claims compares with overall industry performance and claims. If member performance is better 

than industry performance, we are likely to see a positive impact on your future premiums. ACC 

will contact a random sample of members  to get your involvement in a small study.  Please help 

us if you are contacted by ACC - your replies could improve things for all members! 

 

Refreshing E Cats 

 

We would like to draw E Cats attention to this recent document released by CAA. Flight Test 

Standards Guide - Flight Instructor Rating Category E Issue and Biennial - Revision 2 issued Nov 

2016  

Implementation Plans for SMS 

CAA has asked that you be reminded to develop your SMS Implementation Plans so that their 

deadlines can be met. 

2017 Conference 

This is just a heads up that the 2017 Conference will be held at Hamilton in the last week of July. 

Benefits of 137 Certification 

The matter of whether or not AG Operators should be certificated was raised recently. Arguably 

the best way to asses this is to ask yourself what benefits it brings to you and to the industry. 

We’d be really keen to hear what you have to say. This will be an agenda item at the next 

NZAAA AGM in July. 

Photo of the Month 

On the following page are the boys hard at it on the Antipode Islands earlier this year. Thank 

you Tony Michelle. 



 

Toolbox 

Here’s a good site for the fixed wing members. 

http://www.agaviation.org/safetyeducationvideos 

ACC Benefits 

We are embarking on a programme with ACC to see how our member safety performance 

and claims compares with overall industry performance and claims. If member performance 

is better than industry performance, we are likely to see a positive impact on your future 

premiums. ACC will contact a random sample of members to get your involvement in a small 

study.  Please help us if you are contacted by ACC - your replies could improve things for all 

members! 

Last Word 

This is my last newsletter as retirement looms. If you are interested I joined the association in 

1979 and was recruited to NZAAA by Tom Riddell in 1995. I was the first helicopter operator to 

sit on the committee and I was treated initially with derision. At that first meeting it seemed to 

me that there was some good stuff being done but nobody knew about it so I suggested a 

monthly newsletter. Everyone agreed that was a great idea but who was going to write it? There 

was a pregnant silence. Given it was my idea I felt that I was obliged to volunteer. I may have 

felt less obliged if I’d known then I’d still be writing it 21 years later! It’s been a great ride and 

there have been a lot of achievements for members along the way, but I’ve never got over the 

loss of life. The recent one is incredibly sad and NZAAA sends its heartfelt condolence to 

Farmers Air and the families. I have particularly enjoyed the interaction with NZAAA Committees 

and the contact with members over the years. I don’t care what anyone says, AG Aviation is 

more committed than any other sector of aviation; committed to the association, committed to 

the work, committed to safety, committed to technology and in more recent times committed 

to supporting each other. You are a uniquely special people and I wish you all the best for future 

endeavours. If I can ever help you just say the word. 

 



The Chairman and Committee join me in wishing each of you a wonderful Christmas and a safe 

and prosperous 2017. 

 

As always, send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and remember 

 

 

 

 

 

Decent profits & a top 

safety culture will ensure 

we’re here for the long 

haul 


